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Sir: 

Upon reviewing the above-identified patent, Patentee noted errors which should be 
corrected. These errors occurred because an Examiner's Amendment was not printed. 

In the Claims: 

The following Claims 1, 3, 4, 10, 11, 13, and 17 have been amended as set out below. In 
accordance with MPEP 1485, the column and line numbers of the changes are identified on the 
attached PTO/SB/44. 



1 . An electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus comprising: 

a communication unit carrying out data communication with an external source, 
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a user interface for a user to select desired contents, 

a storage unit storing contents of an electronic book and 3a contents identifier in 
correspondence, 

a communication port to which a user identifier is input, and 

a processing unit extracting from said storage unit a contents identifier corresponding to 
the contents selected by said user interface, causing said communication unit to transmit said 
contents identifier and the user identifier input through said communication port to said external 
source, and providing in a pair auxiliary information to display contents received by said 
communication unit , wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's 
header and content encrypted with the user identifier and the contents of an electronic book 
selected by said user interface. 

3. A key information management apparatus comprising: 

a first storage unit storing in correspondence a contents identifier corresponding to 
contents of an electronic book and a contents key, 

a second storage unit storing in correspondence a user identifier and a user key, and 
a processing unit referring to said first storage unit and said second storage unit to extract 
a contents key and a user key according to a specified contents identifier and user identifier, and 
generating auxiliary information to display contents from said extracted contents key and user 
ke y, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's header and 
content encrypted with the user identifier . 

4. An electronic book display apparatus comprising, 

an input unit to enter auxiliary information to display contents and encoded contents of an 
electronic book, 

a processing unit generating a contents key from the auxiliary information input by said 
input unit and a prestored user key, and reproducing encoded contents input by said input unit 
using said contents key, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic 
book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier, and 

a display unit displaying the contents reproduced by said processing unit. 
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10. An electronic copyrighted work distribution management system comprising: 

an electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus selling an electronic book, 

a key information management apparatus administering key information of an electronic 

book that is to be sold by said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus, and 

an electronic book display apparatus reproducing and displaying an electronic book sold 

by said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus, 

wherein said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus includes 
a user interface for a user to select desired contents, 

a first storage unit storing in correspondence contents of an electronic book and a 
contents identifier, 

a communication port to which a user identifier is input, and 

a first processing unit extracting from said first storage unit a contents identifier 
corresponding to the contents selected by said user interface, and providing auxiliary information 
to display contents and contents of an electronic book selected by said user interface in a pair, 
wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's header and content 
encrypted with the user identifier, 

wherein said key information management apparatus includes 

a second storage unit storing in correspondence a contents identifier and a contents key 
corresponding to contents of an electronic book, 

a third storage unit storing in correspondence a user identifier and a user key, and 

a second processing unit referring to said second storage unit and said third storage unit 
to extract a contents key and user key according to the contents identifier extracted by said first 
processing unit and a user identifier, and generating auxiliary information to display said 
contents from said extracted contents key and user key, 

wherein said electronic book display apparatus includes 

an input unit to input auxiliary information to display said contents and contents of an 
electronic book, 

a third processing unit generating a contents key from auxiliary information input by said 
input unit and a prestored user key, and reproducing contents input through said input unit using 
said contents key, and 

a display unit displaying the contents reproduced by said third processing unit. 



1 1 . An electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus comprising a processing unit 
generating and adding to electronic book data auxiliary information according to the electronic 
book data and an input user identifie r, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the 
electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier . 

13. An electronic book display apparatus comprising: 

a first processing unit generating auxiliary information according to electronic book data 
and a user identifier, and comparing said generated auxiliary information and auxiliary 
information added to said electronic book data, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash 
value of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier, and 
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a reproduction processing unit determining a reproduction processing method of contents 
according to a comparison result by said first processing unit and reproducing the contents. 

17. (Canceled) 

This error occurred because the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office did not print the 
Examiner's Amendment, a copy of which is enclosed. In that Amendment, Claims 11, 13, 14, 
20, 21, 23, and 27 were amended. These claims appear in the patent as claims 1, 3, 4, 10, 11, 13, 
and 17. Also, in the Examiner's Amendment, additional art was made of record. To correct 
these errors, a Certificate of Correction form is enclosed. 

Also, in the Certificate of Correction, enter the prior art, not previously entered in the 
record of the patent, in the proper place on the patent. That prior art appears on page 7 of the 
Examiner's Amendment and is set out on the attached PTO/SB/44. 

The errors were not in the application as filed by applicant; accordingly no fee is 



Transmitted herewith is a proposed Certificate of Correction effecting such amendment. 
Patentee respectfully solicits the granting of the requested Certificate of Correction. 



required. 



Dated: January 11, 2006 
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distribution or copying of ftls document is strictly prohibited. If this document is received in error, you are requested to 
immediately notify the sender at the above indicated telephone number and return the entire document in an envelope 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 

Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must b* Made of Record 

A complete written statement a* to the substance of any fece-tenface, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an applfeafion mu 

appficafaon whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the Interview. 



M 1 * m * 
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Title 37 Code of Federal Regulation* (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 

Paragraph (b) ^ 

in everyinstence wftere reetmsfcicration is requested in view of an Interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must ba filed by the applicant An interview does not remove the necessity far reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111. 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to bd transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in wilting. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office win be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention wQl be paid to 
any afleoed oral premise, stipulation, or understanding h relation to which there is disagreement or doubt 



TTie action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record Is itself 
Incomplete through the failure to record the substance of Interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an Interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner Indicates he or she will do so. It Is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the tike, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shafl be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents* section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference Interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the nex: official communication, if additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the Interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of Interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participants) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An Identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the Interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview.of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normalry be considered a complete and proper recordation of the Interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to Include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the Interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1 ) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

$) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner. 

(The identricafian of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described In the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of &ie substance of an interview. If the record Is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 



If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place me indication, "Interview Record OK* on the 
paper recording the substance of foe Interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Interview Summary 


09/720.791 


YAMANOUEETAL 


Examiner 

Jalatee Worfloh 


Art Unit 

3621 




All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel); 






(1Wa/atee Woriioh. 


(3) 






(2) Elliot Goldbero. 


(4) . 






Date of Interview: 22 February 2005. 








Type: a)g] Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)D Personal [copy given to: 1 )□ applicant 2)D applicant's representative] 




Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes < 
If Yes, brief description: 


5)Q No. 







Claim(s) discussed: 20,21 and 27 . 
Identification of prior art discussed: 



Agreement with respect to the claims f)S was reached. g)D was not reached. h)D N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Applicant's representative approved the examiner's amendment of claims 20. 21 
and 27. Thereby Claims 20 and 21 were amended to include the detail "wherein the auxiliary information is the hash 
value of the electronic book's head er and content encrypted with the user identifier" and claim 27 canceled . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render .the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
FORM, WHICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See 
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed 'Office action. 



U.S, Patent end Trademark Office 
PTOUI13 {Rev. 04-03) 



Interview Summary 



Examiner's signature, if required 




Application/Control Number 09/720,791 
Art Unit: 3621 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears "below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for the examiner's amendment of claims 1 1,13,14 and 23 was given in a 
telephone interview with Elliot Goldberg (reg. No. 33347) on October 21,2004 (authorization 
was given via voice messaging on 10/25/2004), and authorization for the amendment of claims 
20, 2 1 and 27 was given on February 22, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: t 

Claim 1 1 • (Currently Amended) An electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus 
comprising: 

a communication unit canying out data communication with an external source, 
a user interface for a user to select desired contents, 

a storage unit storing contents of an electronic book and a contents identifier in 
correspondence, 

a communication port to which a user identifier is input, and 

a processing unit extracting from said storage unit a contents identifier corresponding to 
the contents selected by said user interface causing said communication unit to transmit said 
contents identifier and the user identifier input through said communication port to said external 
source, and providing in a pair auxiliary information to display contents received by said 
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communication unit, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's 
header and content encrypted with the user identifier and the contents of an electronic book 
selected by said user interface. 

Claim 1 3 . (Currently Amended) A key information management apparatus 
comprising: 

a first storage unit storing in correspondence a contents identifier corresponding to 
contents of an electronic book and a contents key, 

a second storage unit storing in correspondence a user identifier and a user key, and 
a processing unit referring to said first storage unit and said second storage unit to extract 
a contents key ;*nd a user key according to a specified contents identifier and user identifier, and 
generating auxiliary information to display contents from said extracted contents key and user 
ke y, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's header and 
content encrypted with the user identifier. 

Claim 14. (Currently Amended) An electronic book display apparatus comprising, 
an input unit to enter auxiliary information to display contents and encoded contents of an 
electronic book, 

a processing unit generating a contents key from the auxiliary information input by said 
input unit and a prestored user key, and reproducing encoded contents input by said input unit 
using said contents key, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic 
book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier, and 

a display unit displaying the contents reproduced by said processing unit 




Application/Control Number 09/720,79 1 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3621 

Claim 20. (Currently Amended) An electronic copyrighted work distribution 
management system comprising: 

an electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus selling an electronic book, 

a key information management apparatus administering key information of an electronic 
book that is to be sold by said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus, and 

an electronic book display apparatus reproducing and displaying an electronic book sold 
by said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus, 

wherein said electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus includes 

a user interface for a user to select desired contents, 

a first storage unit storing in correspondence contents of an electronic book and a 
contents identifier, 

a communication port to which a user identifier is input, and 

a first processing unit extracting from said first storage unit a contents identifier 
corresponding to the contents selected by said user interface, and providing auxiliary information 
to display contents and contents of an electronic book selected by said user interface in a pair, 
wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's header and content 
encrypted with the user identifier. 

wherein said key information management apparatus includes 

a second storage unit storing in correspondence a contents identifier and a contents key 
corresponding to contents of an electronic book, 

a third storage unit storing in correspondence a user identifier and a user key, and 
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a second processing unit referring to said second storage unit and said third storage unit 
to extract a contents key and user key according to the contents identifier extracted by said first 
processing unit and a user identifier, and generating auxiliary information to display said 
contents from said extracted contents key and user key, 

wherein said electronic book display apparatus includes 

an input unit to input auxiliary information to display said contents and contents of an 
electronic boot 

a third processing unit generating a contents key from auxiliary information input by said 
input unit and a prestored user key, and reproducing contents input through said input unit using 
said contents key, and 

a display unit displaying the contents reproduced by said third processing unit 
Claim 2 1 . (Currently Amended) An electronic copyrighted work sales apparatus 
comprising a processing unit generating and adding to electronic book data auxiliary information 
according to the electronic book data and an input user identifier, wherein the auxiliary 
information is the hash value of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user 
identifier. 

Claim 23. (Currently Amended) An electronic book display apparatus comprising: 
a first processing unit generating auxiliary information according to electronic book data 
and a user identifier, and comparing said generated auxiliary information and auxiliary 
information added to said electronic book data, wherein the auxiliary information is the bash 
value of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier, and 
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a reproduction processing unit determining a reproduction processing method of contents 
according to a comparison result by said first processing unit and reproducing the contents. 

Claim 27 (canceled). 

Reason for Allowance 

2. Claims 1 1-26 are allowed 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The closest prior ait of record is U.S. Patent No. 5832083 to Iwayama et al. 
Iwayama et al. disclose a data content utilizing device that allows a user to select desire 

content, a medium for storing encoded data contents and encoded content identification 
information, a data loading section that retrieves encoded data contents and the encoded content 
identification information corresponding to the content identification and an information 
converting section that outputs electronic content selected by the user. Iwayama et al. taken 
either individually or in combination with other prior art of record fails to teach or suggest 
providing in a pair auxiliary information to display content received by said communication unit 
as recited in independent claims 11 and 20; generating auxiliary information to display contents 
from said extracted contents key and user key as recited in independent claim 13; generating a 
contents key from the auxiliary information input by said input unit as recited in independent 
claim 14 and generating auxiliary information according to electronic book data and a user 
identifier as recited in independent claims 21 and 23. Notice. As recited in independent claims 
11, 13, 14, 20, 21 and 23, auxiliary information is the hash value of the electronic book's header 
and content encrypted with the user identifier, 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• US Patent No. 656065 1 to Katz et aL disclose a computer network based digital 
information library system employing authentication and encryption protocols from 
secure transfer of digital information library programs to ac client computer system and a 
mobile digital information playback device. 

• tc Book on the World Wide Web: Issues and Trends" discloses the problems and benefits 
of electronic books and challenges in the electronic environment 

• "Five advantages of electronic books" by Griffith outlines the benefits of electronic 
books. 

• US Patent No. 6233684 to Stefik et al. discloses a system for controlling the distribution 
and use of rendered digital works through watermarking. 

• US Patent No. 5586235 to Kauffinan discloses an interactive multimedia system. 

• US Patent No. 5524201 to Shwarts et al. discloses a method of preparing an electronic 
book for computer systems, . 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should he directed to Jalatee Worjloh whose telephone number is 703-305-0057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Thursdays 8:30 - 7:00* 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 703-305-9768. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 for Regular and 
After Final Actions and 703-746-9443 for Non-Official/Draft. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http;//pak-dfrectuspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
PO Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 

Arlington, V.A., Seventh floor receptionist. 

*** 

February 22, 2005 
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INVENTOR(S) Masafumi YAMANOUE et al. 



It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that 
said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

On the face of the patent, item (56), please add the following prior art of record: 



6,233,684 B1 5/2001 Stefik et al. 
5,586,235 A 12/1996 Kauffman 
5,524,201 A 6/1996 Shwarts et al. 



In the Claims: 



Claim 1, line 17, after "unit," insert --, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier-; 

Claim 3, line 12, after "key" insert -, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier--; 

Claim 4, line 7, after "key," insert -wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of 
the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 10, line 23, after "pair," insert -wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 11, line 4, after "identifier" insert -, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash 
value of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier-; 

Claim 13, line 6, after "data," insert -wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 17, please delete this claim in its entirety. 
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It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that 
said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

On the face of the patent, item (56), please add the following prior art of record: 



6,233,684 B1 5/2001 Stefik et al. 
5,586,235 A 12/1996 Kauff man 
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In the Claims: 



Claim 1, line 17, after "unit," insert -, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier-; 

Claim 3, line 12, after "key" insert --, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier-; 

Claim 4, line 7, after "key," insert --wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value of 
the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 10, line 23, after "pair," insert --wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 11, line 4, after "identifier" insert -, wherein the auxiliary information is the hash 
value of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier--; 

Claim 13, line 6, after "data," insert -wherein the auxiliary information is the hash value 
of the electronic book's header and content encrypted with the user identifier,-; 

Claim 17, please delete this claim in its entirety. 
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